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;‘Ti.' Neither frague nof MOLTOW SLOWS any give as
1. the time for the conlrontatio. wetween tha Czechoslovak
party pxgsiéiuﬁ and the Soviu. poliiluse Qraws near.
This mognipg'an imzortant Proghe Radio news commentator -
+ . sald in a bto;dcasc that the nasting will be held "not in
a maﬁter og weeks or days, but practically of hours."
‘This would tend to substantiate numcrous unuificial re-
ports that tie meeviny will be held on Monday.
| 2. .qutérdgy < Newsweer corrasgpondent nay tuve
atumbled ¢ the mseting size. Waile in the village of
.Ciérna'in axtrens southeast Siovakia, just acxeus the
" border from ths Sovict rail trunsloading tows of Thc .
‘ -
noted, tho a3l .wiaon Of velelpiOnRe 1ines anc .ohol o

manicaeions &7 ...ia..v. Ko Zusther sioerved .

of Czuch. oo cival.in ciot:.~-obv.ously ofidc.. £--




disembark frém a train. ’‘Czechdslovak military guards
were patrolling the town, When his presence was discov-
_erad he was asked to leave. Communications to Cierna
€xom Prggue.already are good via the Czechoslovak rail-
road communicaticons lines. Thore are airfields within
fifty miles both on the Soviet and Czechoslovak sides

of the bé:der.. ?raffic in the aiea ie easily controlled
and it is lightly populatéd.
. 3. A massive outpouring of citlizen support em~
boldeneé party leader: Dubcek to tell the nation over

. radio: and televxsion yesterduy that the leadership would
K stand.fixm_duripg its meeting with the 50y;ets.‘ A number
X of ‘other leadgrs:have directly addr-essed reports of dis-
uhity in the Czechoslovak presidium, denying that such a
prcblem exists. Nevertbeless, the rumors porsist, In
“what may have been. an attempt to provoke the Soviets,
ousted General Prchlik's earlier contentious statements
about: the Warsaw Pact were re-transmitted--along with a
caveat that Pichlik's statement was unauthorized-~by the
Czechoslovak News»Aggndy last night. The item was later
killeq. :

4. Today's Pravda articie sct the tone for a

spate of 80viet warnings on tha Czechoslovak situation

'




which are being featured prominently in both domestic
‘and international.radio programming. Pravda, scemingly
urging a coﬁp,.cglled on the "working class and all

- working pebple'ofiCzechoslovakia with Communists at their
head to bar the way to'counterrevélution." The Sovict
pait& papet‘also repinded'the Czechs that "our party and
.ouxr paople:attdéh much importance” éo the meeting of the
:two.leaderships, and hinted that Moscow was preparcd to
AintervenéA;f.czechoslovak "Communists® failed to act. The
.prdpgganda barrage is undoubtedly intended to influence
those mexbers of the Czechoslovak presidium who may be
wavéring. Moscow probably eatertains hopes of being able .

to swing tﬁe-presidiumiggainst'Dubcek and the liberals at

the meeting. o
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9. At 11:30 AM EDT a Western press service reported
from Prague that the entire’Czechoslovak presidium had

boarded a plane and left the oity.
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. The Situation in Czechoslovakia, as of 11:00 AM EDT

At 11:30 AM EDT a Western press service reported from Prague that the
entire Czechoslovek presidium had boerded a plane and left the city.
Their destination is not known out <here are uncoanfirmed reports that
the site of the Soviet-Czech meeting may oé the village of Cierna in the
extreme southeast of Slovakie.

A massive outpouring of citizen surtcri emboldined party leader Dubcek

to tell the nation over radic and televisicn yesterday that the leadership
would stand firm during its reeting with the Soviets.

Today's Pravda article set the tone for a spate of Soviet warnings on the
Czechoslovak situation which «re being featured prowinently in both domestic
and internationael radio programming. Pravda,called on the "working class
and all working people of C:ze:hoslovakia with Communists at their head

to bar the way to counterrevolution.” The Soviet party peper also hinted
that Moscow might be prepared to intervene if Czecheslovak "Communists"
failed to act. The propaganda barrage ic undoubtedly intended to influence
those members of the Czechoslovek presidium who wey be wavering.




